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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 

for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

regards as the invention. In line 9 of Claim 41, Applicant recites the limitation "a 

conventional pump dispenser trigger". Examiner holds that the limitation "a 

conventional pump dispenser trigger" is indefinite as the definition of what a 

"conventional pump dispenser trigger" could change over the years to one having 

ordinary skill in the art. Examiner suggests that Applicant use alternate language to 

better specify the trigger. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 

States. 

Claims 24-27 and 31-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kock et al. (US 5,377,875). 

In regard to Claims 24-27 and 31-41, Kock et al. (5,377.875) teaches a spray 
dispenser (Figures 2 and 5) for dispensing liquids where the dispenser has a collapsible 
liquid impermeable vessel (22) that can be filled at least partially with a liquid having an 
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open end (Figure 2 and 5) comprising a neck portion witli a collar that is more rigid than 
the vessel where an extraction means (Column 2 Lines 15-31) for extracting liquid from 
the flexible vessel to dispense the liquid as a spray and a sealing means (50) arrange in 
a manner between the extraction means and the vessel where the sealing means is 
around so that the collar of the vessel engages with the sealing means, the vessel is 
substantially sealed to the extraction means and airflow into the flexible vessel is 
substantially inhibited (Figure 5) having the sealing means and extraction means 
arrange so that the extraction means is operable to dispense liquid from the vessel 
while the sealing means is in a sealing position where the collar has a circumference 
that is formed separately from the neck portion (Figure 2) and joined around the collar 
circumference where the collar is inserted into a neck portion (Figure 5) and where the 
vessel is made of an inert plastic material (Column 10, Line 14-32) where the collar and 
neck are made of the same material (Figure 2 and 5) where the extraction means 
includes a dispensing line that extends through the seal means into the vessel where 
the dispensing line is gripped in sealing engagement with a bore through the seal 
means (Figure 5) where the vessel collapses from an expanded state to a collapsed 
state as liquid is extracted from the vessel (Column 9, Lines 54-Column 10 line 4) and 
the spraying dispenser further has a support means for supporting the vessel (Figure 5, 
77, 78, 52) on a support neck that defines an opening for locating the extraction means 
and the support neck is configured to cooperate in sealing engagement with the vessel 
where the collar has an annular lip that rests on the support neck of a support means 
which has a vent to permit air instead the support means and external of the vessel so 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/524.255 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3752 

as to permit ambient atmospheric pressure conditions. Kock et ai. furtlier teaclies a 
spray dispenser with a bung sealing or flange arrangement (71 , 41 ,55) that has an 
aperture through it where the bung is arranged in sealing position (Figure 5) between a 
trigger assembly (70) that dispenses a liquid from the vessel and a vessel where the 
bung aperture is in fluid communication with a dip tube where a collar of the vessel 
(Figure 5) is substantially sealed to the trigger assembly (70) and air access to the 
vessel is prohibited. Kock et al. additionally teaches where a support container (52) is 
provided with a support neck (Figure 5) and cooperates in a sealing manner with the 
vessel where the collar has an annular lip that rests on the support neck of the support 
container where the support container has a vent that allows air inside the support 
container but external of the vessel. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sate in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 42-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jouillat 
(US 5,388.727). 

In regard to Claims 42 and 43, Jouillat (5,388,727) teaches that it is known to 
have a spraying dispenser that comprises a vessel (20) that has an open end (Column 
3, Lines 12-41) that has a neck portion provided with a collar that is more rigid than the 
collar (Figures 1 , 3, and 7) where the collar is adapted to seal with a seal means 
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(Column 4, Lines 3-29) that is provided between an extraction means of the spray 
dispenser and the vessel where the vessel is manufactured by welding at least two 
sheets of plastic material together (Column 3, Lines 13-26) where the vessel has a 
collar inserted into the neck portion and is welded around the circumference of the collar 
and the welding is performed a plurality times by a welding apparatus where the 
orientation of the collar and neck portion varies as the weld is completed (Column 4, 
Line 30 - Column 6, Line 10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the Invention was made. 

Claims 24. 28-30 and are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kock et al. (US 5,377,875) in view of Jouillat (US 5,388,727). 

In regard to Claims 24 and 28*30, Kock et al. as described and taught above fails 
to teach where the collar and neck portion arrangement are welded together around the 
full collar circumference where welding the collar is performed a plurality of times by a 
welding apparatus where the orientation of the collar and neck portion varies as the 
weld is completed where the vessel has at least two sheets of material to be welded 
together at edges to form the vessel and where excess material is removed from the 
neck portion prior to welding the collar. However, Jouillat as described and taught 
above does in fact teach a spray dispenser assembly that has a collar and neck portion 
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that are welded together (Column 4 Line 30 - Column 6, Line 10). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in that art at the time the present invention was 
made to weld the neck and collar arrangement of Kock et al. with the welding process of 
Jouillat, in order to provide for an advantageous way of attaching two similar materials 
to ensure a proper seal occurs for liquids that must be maintained in a clean state for 
sanitary reasons. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Meshberg (US 6,247,613), Gaucher (US 5,813,571), Arzani et al. 
(US 5,123,560), Gueret (US 5,477,985). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Trevor McGraw whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7375. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (2nd & 4th Friday Off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Shaver can be reached on (571) 272-4720. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/524,255 



Page? 



Art Unit: 3752 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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